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An act to add Section 2168.5 to the Elections Code, relating to voter

information.

legislative counsel’s digest

AB 876, as introduced, Garcia. Voter file maintenance.

Existing law requires the Secretary of State to establish a statewide

system to facilitate the removal of duplicate or prior voter

registrations, to facilitate the reporting of election results and voter

and candidate information, and to administer and enhance election

administration.

This bill would require the Secretary of State, in maintaining the

voter registration database, to require local elections officials to

remove the names of ineligible voters by verifying information in the

database with records on criminal convictions in the county, remove

the names of ineligible voters by verifying information in the database

with records of deaths in the county, and remove the name of any

voter who has been placed on the inactive file of registered voters and

who does not offer to vote or vote at any election between the date of

the mailing of the notice of placement on the inactive file and 2

federal general elections after that mailing.

The bill would require the Secretary of State to adopt the necessary

safeguards to ensure that eligible voters are not mistakenly removed

from the voter registration database. By imposing additional duties on

local elections officials, this bill would impose a state-mandated local

program.
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The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local

agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.

Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that

reimbursement.

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State Mandates

determines that the bill contains costs mandated by the state,

reimbursement for those costs shall be made pursuant to these

statutory provisions.

Vote:   majority. Appropriation:   no. Fiscal committee:   yes.

State-mandated local program:   yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:
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SECTION 1.  Section 2168.5 is added to the Elections Code,

to read:

2168.5.  (a) In maintaining the voter registration database

established pursuant to Section 2168, the Secretary of State shall

require local elections officials to do all of the following:

(1) Remove the names of ineligible voters by verifying

information in the database with records on criminal convictions

in the county.

(2) Remove the names of ineligible voters by verifying

information in the database with records of deaths in the county.

(3) Remove the name of any voter who has been placed on the

inactive file of registered voters and who does not offer to vote or

vote at any election between the date of the mailing of the notice

of placement on the inactive file and two federal general

elections after that mailing pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section

2226.

(b) The Secretary of State shall adopt the necessary safeguards

to ensure that eligible voters are not mistakenly removed from

the voter registration database.

SEC. 2.  If the Commission on State Mandates determines that

this act contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to

local agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made

pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division

4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.
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